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PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE, 
No. 
ON THE RELATION OF HOLINESS TO THE PROPRIETY AND PER=- 
FECTION OF OUTWARD MANNER, 


As man is constituted of soul aud body, itis but natural to expect that the 
inward principle will show itse:f in cutward resuits. And, among other 


things, it will show itself very distinetly in the outward manner. And 
besides, man, by his very constitution, is a social being; and the relation of 
~ sociality which he sustains to others, miparts to the matter of good breeding 


or propriety of manners, the nature of an imperative duty 
What ought to be and what is, the outward manner of a holy. person in 
the intercourse of life? Does holiness require him to be rude and severe 


in his manner? Does it require, or even permit him to violate any of the 


principles of good breeding 2? Or does it, on the other hand, tend to perfect 


the outward bearing, and to render one, in the highest degree, a pattern of | 


truly good breeding and of good manners, in the situation in which Provi- 


dence has placed him ? 
(1.) In connection with this subject, which is “certainly important enough 
to receive a share of the attention of those who aim at doing the best things 


in the best way, we remark, in the first place, that the basis of true propricty 


and politeness of manners, will be found to consist in genuine benevolence 
of heart. A man of a morose and cverbearing, or a contracted and selfish 
temper, svill find it very difficult.to conform to, the requisitions ofa just and 


well ordered social intercourse. A truly religious person, therefore, one— 


whose heart is filled with sincere good will and love to his fellow men, 


possesses the great pre-requisite of propriety and perfection of manners. 


In doing what the intercourse of improved society requires, he does not act 
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the hypocrite, which is too often the case with those who have a reputation — 
for politeness ; but expresses, in his outward conduct, the genuine senti- 
, ments of a purified and philanthropic heart. He has, therefore, a decided 
| - advantage over other persons in this respect. 7 | 
(2.) It is one of the principles of a just and courteous social intercourse, 
that there shall be a suppression of the outward signs of the unpleasant and 
_ violent passions, such as disgust, jealousy, evil suspicions, and anger. It is 
true, the rules of good breeding and politeness, as they are understood and 
| put in practice by the world, do not forbid the existence of such evil feelings 
|! and passions in the heart. That is a matter of which they do not profess to 
| > tems cognizance ; and in regard to which they are undoubtedly very defec- 
ee tive. But they forbid, in all ordinary cases, the outward manifestations of 
them, even in a small degree. The fulfilment of this important requisition 
in the doctrines of social intercourse, viz., the suppression of the outward 
a manifestation of the unpleasant and evil passions, is very easy, for a holy 
person, who, in the exercise of purified and perfected love, ‘thinketh no 
| ) vee evil,” “hopeth all things,” “endureth all things.” He does naturally and 
easily, as well as froma sense of oy, what other persons do, in general, 
| from constraint. | 
a | ‘ (3.) Another principle is, that there should bea ‘subdued and alma outward 
' manner, in opposition to undue eagerness, activity,and vehemence. The 
i manner of a truly polite or courteous person, in opposition to that unsettled 
HY and eager activity which has just been mentioned, is subdued, deliberate, 
Be gentle. He is not suspicious of being slighted; he is not impatiently or 
unduly inquisitive ; he has Jearnt the great lesson of self control; he is not | 
eager for the first word ; or the first place, or the first mark of attention. | 
He seems to have, if at a religious, a sort of conventional faith, that, if he 
will remain patient and tranquil, every thing will take place, both at the right 
time, and in the right degree and order. It may be added further, that the. 
principle now under consideration Losleseiia a boisterous mode of expres-. 
sion, loud Jaughter, a distorted or agitated countenance, and violent gesticu- 
lation. The state of mind existing in a truly holy person, is the precise state 
which is best calculated to enable one to fulfil these requisitions in the easiest 
‘and best manner. It is the nature of such a person to be patient and for- 
bearing ; to be serious, deliberate and gentle. 
_ (4) The man of truly good breeding is not egotistical ; that is to say, he 
i does not think much, or say much, of himself. He speaks at the right time, 
| but is seldom the hero of his own story. In his present situation, (that is 
to say, in the fulfilment of the duties of social intercourse,) his object, in 
: | part, is to put others at their ease, and to make them satisfied and happy. 
ssa He must. consent, therefore, to have self put out of the waye-By the law of 
it oY polite social intercourse, he is bound to think more of the happiness of 
others than of Lis own; and accordingly he is careful not to notice, and if, 
under certain circumstances, he cannot well do this, he is careful not to bring 
unnecessarily to the notice of others, the small and perhaps unavoidable ~ 
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imperfections of those around him, On the contrary, in the spirit of self- 
forgetfulness, and of true benevolence towards others, he endeavors to bestow 
upon all who are present, those little acts of attention, and those various 
marks of recognition and kindness, which are calculated to make them 
pleased and cheerful, and which are appropriate to their situation, And 
Wwe may remark here again, that he who has a sanctified heart, a heart filled 
with love to God and man, is precisely in the situation which renders the 
discharge of these offices pleasant and easy. And he is not only in ‘this : 
situation, but, in point of fact, a truly pious and devoted person almost 
necessarily acts in this way, | 

(5.) A person of good breeding, when he is in the. company of others, 
is always attentive to what is passing. It is but little short of insult to the 
company to let our minds be wandering abroad, when our bodies are pres- 
ent; and when our turn for speaking comes, to be obliged. to say that “ we 
did not hear,” or that “we do not remember what has been said.” Such 
carelessness 1s exceedingly rude, if it be exhibited in the presence of those 
~who are our superiors in age or in their condition of life; and it is unkind | 
and ungenerous if it be exhibited to those who are in a lower condition, A 
holy person is one who “lives by the moment;” he knows that the facts — 
and circumstances of each moment. disclose a portion of the divine will, 
and may, therefore, have a near relation to his present duty. And, there- 
fore, he cannot be inattentive. No matter what company he is in, he meets 
the creatures of God there; and the sentiment of duty requires ‘him to hear 
What is said and to notice what is doue, in order that he himself may do 
— What God would have him do, in his present circumstances, ,and that he may 
keep a “conscience void of offence.” | 

(G.) The rules of good breeding require that persons, in their mtercourse 
in society, should pay some attention to their oufward appearance and to 
their methods of expression. We do not say that they require that there 
should be sumptuousuess, expensive and unnecessary. outward display ; but 
they do require that there should be propriety and neatness. A man who is 
entirely negligent and slatternly in his appearance, not only indicates the- 
degradation of his own mind, but indirectly says to the company he is in, — 
that he has no personal regard for them, that they are unworthy of his 
esteem. ‘The same rules require also that a person should be attentive to 
his modes of expression. There is a class of words and expressions cur- 
rent in some portions of society, such as low by-words and musty proverbs, 
which are stamped with vulgarity, and sometimes almost with impurity. 
And so marked is their character, that it is very seldom that we hear them 
uttered with deliberation and seriousness, but generally in a trivial and jest- 
ing way. All such words and phrases are excluded from all truly correct | 
and well established social intercourse. It i is hardly necessary to say, that 
holiness is decidedly favorable to all that is implied and required in this 
statement. 

Without formelly pursuing these inquiries further, we would remark 
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here, that holiness of heart and life is thought by some, who have not looked 
deeply into its nature, to be inconsistent with those established forms and pro- 
prieties which have now been spoken of. And this opinion undoubtedly 


operates, in the minds of such persons, as an objection in the way of receiy- 


ing the doctrines of holy living. But there could not well be a greater mis- 
take than this, The existence of true holiness of heart will immediately 
impart to every one, who is the subject of it, a seriousness and modesty of 
demeanor, a propriety and justness of manners, combined with a sympathy 


in the happiness of others, which will commend itself at once to the best 


judges on this subject. Iam aware that there are some who profess to be 
true saints, who are, nevertheless, very ungracious and unsaintlike in their 
manners. . They seem to think, if one may be allowed to judge from their 
outward deportment, that inward purity has no established connection with 
external propriety; that holiness, when coming in contact with the weak- 
nesses and sins of the world, under any circumstances, gives a license to 


rudeness ; and thata person cannot be faithful to Christ without beiiig more 


or less uncivil and even violent to his fellow men. But such mistakes and — 
crudities grow out of the uld stock of nature, and are not the product of 
the truly regenerated life. The world, which is condemned for sin, is net 
to be won. back from its evil ways by the commission of sin, but by the 


power of holy love. every thing has its: place and: its law. And God 


recognizes the great fact, that there is something due to man, as man, even 
though he be a fallen man; and consequently that something is due to man, 
in his character of man, in the relations of social intercourse. When the 
persons to whom we have just now referred are further advanced in Chris- 
tan experience, and bear more of the image of Christ, they will find that 
“oodliness is profitable unto all things:” that it meets all. the demands of 


life ; and that it is especially suited to be the aid and ornament of social 


intercourse. Under its influence, the rudeness of nature will be changed 
into the civility which necessarily flows from true Christian love. That 


-eager vehemence, which results from a want of strong faith, will be changed — 


into meekness arid forbearance ; and tones of ill-considered and impatient 
rebuke, into the gentle accents of love; not to mention other improvements, 
which will combine their influence in diffusing the perfection of the inward 
life over the outward character, nm. 


The less notice we take of the unkindness and injuries that 
are done us, the more we consult the quiet of our minds. 


Happy the kingdom, the city, the family, the heart, in which 
God is great, in which he is uppermost, in which he ts all. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


[Having found the following rules or maxims, written by the Archbishop 
of Canibray, beneficial to myself, and knowing that they are not frequently to 


be met with at the present day, I take the liberty to send them for the Guide, 
to be inserted if they should be thought suitable. It seems to me, from this 


and other parts of his writings, that the author, who is so well known to 
the literary and religious world, had experiqnesd the blessing of an assured 


state of faith and love. 3 POL. U. 


DIRECTIONS FOR A HOLY LIFE AND THE ATTAINING CHRIS. 


TIAN PERFECTION. 


I. The principal instrument or means of our perfection, is contained in 
this one expression of God to Abraham — Halk in my presence and be thou 


perfect. 
II. The presence of God calms the mind, gives sweet repose and quiet, 


even in the midst of our daily labors ; but then we must be resigned to him _ 


without any reserve. 
Ul. When we have found God, there is nothing wor seth lookiing for in 


men; we must then give up our very best friends; for the good Friend 
is in the heart, the Spouse who is jealous, and will have every thing else 


‘put out. 


1V. It does not require a great deal of time to love God, to draw near 
and enjoy his presence, to lift up our heart to him, or to adore him at the 


‘bottom of our heart, nor to make him an offering of what we do and 


suffer; for the very kingdom of God is within us, which nothing can molest. 
V. When the hurry and distraction of our senses, and the roving of the 


imagination, hinder us from getting into a quiet and composed frame of 


mind, let us at least calm ourselves by the integrity of our will, and: the 
very desire of composure does ina manner prove a sufficient one. We must 
also turn our minds inward to God, and do whatever he would have us with 
a pure and upright intention. 

VI. We must endeavor from time to time to excite in us a desire to be 
devoted and resigned to God, with all the powers and faculties of the soul ; 
that is to say, to contemplate him with one mind and with one will t6 lee 


him; let us also desire that our senses may be consecrated to him in all 


their operations. 
VII. Let us take care we be not. occupied too long, either: outwardly or 


inwardly, about unprofitable things, which create such distractions both of 
heart and mind, and draw them so much out of themselves, that it is with 
difficulty they can be brought again to be inward enough to find God. 

VIII. As soon as we feel that some foreign object gives us pleasure and 
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joy, letus withdraw our heart from it; and that the heart may not take up 
its rest in it, let us presently show it its true object and sovereign good, that 
is, God himself. If we are but faithful in ever so small a degree, to wean 
ourselves inwardly from the creatures, so as to hinder them from resting 
in the heart which God has reserved to himself, there to be honored, 
adored and loved, we shall quietly taste that pure joy which God 
never fails to give a soul that is free and disengaged from all worldly 
affections, 

IX. When we perceive in ourselves a stro ong and-very eager desire after 
any thing whatsoever, and find that our hemor and inclination carries us 
too precipitately to do any thing, be it only to say something, to see an 
object, or go any where; let us strive to nioderate ourselves, and request of 
God that he would stay the preeipitation of our thoughts, and the comimo- 
tion we are under, because he has said that his Spirit abides not in hurr y 
and commotion. 

_ X. Let us take great care we do not concern and busy ourselves too much 
with what others say and do, and that we let it not tco much into our minds, 
for itis a great cause and source of disturbance. | 

XI. As soon as we perceive what it is God requires of us, in any par- 
ticular that presents itself, let us stick to that, and withdraw sabriiven from 
every thing else; by that means we shall always preserve a freedom and 
evenness of soul, and shall cut off a great many needless things, which 
encumber the mind, and hinder it from turning casily to God. 

XI. An excellent means of keeping ourselves in an inward quiet and 
— freedom of spirit is, at the finishing of every action, to bound there all 
reflections arising from it; the respects and regard of self love, sometimes 
from vain joy,and sonietimes from grief; because this is one of our greatest 
evils. Happy is the man who retains nothing in his mind but what is ne- 
-cessary, and who only thinks of each thing just when it is the time to think 
of it; so that it is rather God who excites the perception and idea of it, by 
-an impression and discovery of bis will which we must perform, than the 
mind’s being at the trouble to forecast and find it. 

XII. Let us accustom ourselves to have our minds inwardly recollected 
in the day time, and during the course of our employments, by looking 
singly to the Lord, by that let us still all the commotions of cur heart, as 
soon as we perceive it disturbed and moved; let us forsake all pleasures 
which come not from God; put away all vain thoughts and wild imagina- 
tions, and speak no idle words; let us seck God WITHIN US, and we 
infal:ibly find him, and with coc joy and peace. 

XIV. In our outward occupations, let us be occupied nore with God than 
all the rest; to do them well, we must do them as in his presence, and for 
his sake; at the sight of God’s majesty, a calmness and serenity should 
possess our soul. One word of our Savior’s, in time past, instantly calmed 
a boisterous and raging sea; and now one look of his towards us, and of 
ours towards him, should every day do the like. 
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XV. We must often lift up our heart to God; he will purify, enlighten and 
direct it. It was the daily practice - the bély prophet David. “J have set,” 


says he, “the Lord alwat ys before me.” Let us also frequently repeat to our-~” 


selves these beautiful expressions of the same prophet, “Whom have I in 
heaven but:thee? There is none upon earth that I om besides thee. God 
is the strengtl: of my heart, and my portion for ever.” 

XVI. We need not stay for leisure hours to shut the door and betiee: : for 
the moment in which we regret the want of retirement, is enough to bring 
us into it. We must turn our hearts towards God ina simple and tamiliar 
manner, and with great assurance. The most broken minutes are good at 


all times, even when at meals, and when others are speaking. Unprofitable 


and tedious long stories and relations, instead of tiring, may relieve us by 
affording some interval of inward retire all turn to 
good to those who love God. as 

XVIT. We should often read such books as are fitting and proper for our 
state and condition ; and in reading, frequently stop and make a Patise, to 
give place to the spirit that inwardly draws the mind. Two or three plain 
and simple words, but full of the Spirit of God, are the hidden manna; and 


though we forget thi words, yet they operate secretly, and the soul is ted and — 


nourished by them. 

XVII. We must endeavor to havea continual correspondence and fe low- 
ship with God. Let us be persuaded that the most profitable and desirable state 
in this life is that of Christian perfection, which consists in the union of the 
soul with God; an union that includes in it all spiritual good ; a farniliarity 
with God so great, that no two friends. upon earth converse oftener toge ther, 
nor with greater endearment, freedom, ease, and openness of heart; a won- 
derful liberty of spirit, that raises us above all events and changes in life, and 
that frees us from the tvranpy of human respect; an extraordinary power 
for the well performing all our actions, and acquitting ourselves well in 
our employments; a prudence truly Christian in all our undertakings; a 
peace and perfect tranquillity in all conditions ; and, in short, a continual vic- 
tory over self love and our passions. | 

XIX. This is the happy state to which we are called; we whom God hath 
separated from the corruptions of the world. If we do not partake of these 
heavenly blessings, it is our own fault, since the Spirit of God disposes and 
excites us continually to aspire after them. But we resist him often, either 
by open repugnnnce or secret refusal, or for want of resolution and courage, 
or letting ourselves be deceived willingly by the pretexts and artifices of self 
love, that begets in us abundance of mean indulgencies and wrong manage- 
ments. Let us no more be seduced thereto, but, as saith the apostle, walk 
~circumspectly, not as fuols, but as Wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. 
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‘ ‘ 


GOSPEL HOLINESS. 


Peitigeans 1. 1. —_ Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 


unto the glory and praise of God. . 


In our last discourse we pointed out the Christian as isting 


guished by his ardent piety and unbounded charity ; he cannot | 
have too much charity. Who that loves can love enough ? 
Here three things: 


I. His experience, “ filled with the fruits of righteousness.” 
Il. The means whereby they are produced in him, by Jesus 


Christ. 


7 The end of all, “unto the glory and praise of God.” 


. His experience, filled with fruit; and it is mature fruit, 


bi sam of righteousness. He is here compared to a branch laden 


with fruit; he is ‘“‘a fruitful branch ”-—‘“a tree whose leaf fades 
not ?— a tree of righteousness;” and therefore he bears right- 


fruit. Righteousness means right-mindedness; he has 
come to himself, to his right mind, and. where this its it will be 


seen. 

1. Integ grity i is one of these fruits, and not the least — towards 
God and man; and where this principle of right-mindedness is 
within, it will be seen in candor, sincerity, &c. He gives not. 
his tongue as the pander of another’s fame and character — no 
evil speaking. View such a man again made upright, he stoops 
not to the artifices of earth; but, having his mind above the 
heavens, and his communion with God, O how upright. | 

2. Another fruit is tenderness of aicicnce, O! how soft, 
how susceptible of. every breath of temptation; the guardian 
angel of the soul! Such a man isa decided character; trims 
not for a moment; does not sacrifice his duty to his interest, as I 
fear too many do, and ruin their souls! Does an incitement 
arrive, he guards every avenue of the heart instantly, and with-. 
out stopping to gaze upon the apple, knowing that sin immedi- 
ately darkens the eye of the mind, he repels it at once ; he sees 
in the light of God; and his cry is, “How can I commit this 
great evil, and sin against God ?”’ A man who has not a tender — 
conscience, knows nothing of the fruits of righteousness. 

Such are some of the fruits of righteousness, but we aré to be 
filled with them! filled! O! who thinks of the extent of the 
privileges of the gospel? The world will, and always did, oppose 
such a character as this, for it is full of unrighteousness. O! 
says the world, “Why so much ado? we must yield a little— 
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tush ; we must accommodate a little,’ &e. The world always 
did reproach such a one; and _ believe me, it is not one of the 
least fruits of righteousness to bear the reproach of Christ. The 


world will let you go on quietly enough if you have no more 


piety than what pleases them. While you follow the indifferent 
rationality of your neighbors, you will never be reproached ; but 


strike out of the beaten path that leads to death, and you are 


pointed at. And yet this must be so; a sense of the presence 
of God surrounding you, and a view of eternity, will always 
Inspire you. with singularity. You will point to heaven, and 


lead the way. . Some say, “ Well, you may do as you please ; 


but if I can get into the lowest place i in heaven, I am satisfied : 
lam not ambitious.” O, soul! the man who w ill only walk with 
Jesus so far as the world keeps pace with him, but will not make 
one step with him in bearing his cross, is not a friend; nay, he 


‘is an enemy of the way of righteousness. His low ambition 


crovels yet on earth; ‘ covet earnestly the highest place, the best 
Believe me, there 1s. but a_ hair's line between 
heaven and hell; and if thou art sporting on the hair, thou wilt 
drop into the burning eulf! There must be a “ being filled with 
the fruits of tichteousness.” 

And will any man now oppose Christian holiness? Is not such — 
a character as [ am describing one filled with the Spirit; and 
that Spirit isa Spirit of holiness — he is filled with holy tempers 
and dispositions ; saved from allsin and saved indo all holiness — 
saved into the mind of Christ! ‘There are many who are fond 
of their religion in the bulk, but do not attend to its minutia ; 
they perform the great and pompous things in it, im which the 


multitude go hand i in hand; they are found at church on Sundays, 


or gomeg to the communion table —but are seldom found con- 


versing with Jesus; they know nothing of the delights of an 
Interview with the King of kings — sweet prayer Is not in their 
practice. O! say they, we attend to our duties, and if we neg- 
lected them we should lose our religion. Yes, your religion con- 
sists in your outward duties, and if you ceased to perform them, 
you would be infidels ; for you know nothing in religion but what 
is external; nothing of the religion of the heart. ‘Take away 
the externals, and prove yourself, a Christian; alas, you have no 
mark, 

IT. But say you, how is all this:— hich are by Christ 
Jesus”’—such a soul is now made a partaker of Christ — not of 
the Deity, but of the mind which was also in him; Christ’ now 
dwells in him, he in Christ; he is one with Christ, as Chirist is 


one with God. O! say you, this is a mere Jargon a words with- 
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out TE cannot help it; they are not Methodistical 
phrases ; go to your church and hear her read in your communion 
service, “If we spiritually eat,’ &c. Now think you that she- 
has any reference there to transubstantiation or consubstantia- 
tion? No, the reformers regarded neither ; but there is a spir- 
itual union between Christ and a believing | heart, which “ nor 
tongue of men nor angels can describe ;” yet, thank God, many 
- feel it. Go you and learn what it means. Ask of God. 
Now by this union with Christ Jesus, all the fruits of the Spirit 
are produced, and it is impossible but that good works must be 
produced: we are not ashamed to preach the necessity of good 
works; there is no other way of giving evidence to the genuine 
: character of the religion within us. We see in Christ our pat- 
tern, how these can be united ; his good works always evidenced 
what he was. It is fashionable to talk of believing, but show it. 
by your works; “ hereby i is my Father glorified.” Behold a ray 
of light sporting itself in the atmosphere, and you are led im- 
mediately up to the god of day, from whom thousands of millions 
of rays are continually emitted, and by which his glory is dis- 
played. Behold a Christian! | his light shines before men; you 
immediately trace it up in a direct line to the Sun of Righteous- 
ness from when it issued, and glorify not the Christian, but his — 
lather, the source of all! Uney cannot but be produced ee the 

fruits of holiness. 

III. And what is the end of all? «To the slory and praise of 

God!” God can take delight in nothing but holiness ; it is his 
own nature. What is the. happiness of Deity, humanly termed ? 
It is God contemplating his own perfections, his own holiness 
and infinity —satisfied with himself — this is the highest happi- 
ness we can conceive. And what is the pleasure which God 
takes in his creatures? Inasmuch as they resemble him in_holi- 
ness, he can take pleasure in nothing else; there must be inhe-_ 
rent righteousness. I pity the man who would preach against — 
this Christian holiness, and, instead of it, talk of an imputation 
of Christ’s righteousness without an implantation. Let them 
cover their sins as they please by a garment of their own fancy ; 
we teach from the word of God that there must be an implanted 
righteousness also —‘ holiness to the Lord.” It is the dream of. 
ignorance — it is the foolishness of folly —God can delight in 
nothing else but holiness—we raised above the ruins of our 
fall: this alone is to the glory and praise of God. Nay, I con- 
tend, God can take no pleasure in any thing else at the day of 
judgment; not we covered under the mantle of an imputed 
righteousness, and hiding our filthy souls; no, nothing unholy 
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doctrine will show me that it is more to the praise and glory of 
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God to live in sin than to enjoy holiness, I give up the point. 


Where sin reigns by nature, righteousness must reign by grace; 


and much more abound ; there | must-be a ‘ being filled. ees 


And say not that this is a self-r ighteousness ; 1t would be so— 
if produced of ourselves ; but it is “ a y Jesus Christ ;” and our 
cry in-heaven will be, “ Worthy i is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 


and glory, and blessing,” and by that sacrifice has redeemed us ; 
and worthy is he who has washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and _ his 
Father ; ; and let me add, the soul could not be happy nor enjoy 


God, if its sins were cloaked by imputation, and if its righteous- 


ness were in another. ‘The soul can only be happy inasmuch as 


it possesses the object of its happiness; no gazing upon the 
righteousness of another could cause bliss in heaven; but a trans- 


formation into his likeness; and the likeness can only consist in 
righteousness and true holiness. Do you then. go on from grace 
to grace, filled with the fruits of righteousness, fruitful in every 


good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God : 


“ A heart in every thought renew ed, 
~ And full of love divine, 
Perfect, and right, aud pure, and good, 
A copy, Lord, of thine.” 


Thus is God glorified —and Christ will at that day come to be 


admired in his saints; not that his cloak will cover them, but 


the world will see what the grace of God has accomplished in 


them, as well as for them; a people prepared for the Lord as 


well as saved by the Lord !— Summerfield. 


- For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER- 
LATELY RECEIVED FROM BROTHER PERKINS, MISSIONARY TO THE 
OREGON. 
October 26, 1843. 


Br. Pn ee first subject of this epistle is a brief notice of 
the “corrupt tree”? and “evil fruit” of Universalism, which he 
correctly denominates, “that accursed, soul-destroying doctrine 
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_Which cries ‘Peace, peace!’ to them to whom the Lord has not 
spoken peace.” An extract on this subject I forwarded to the 
Herald and Journal, and it may be read in the number of Oct. 
18, 1843. 

It will be recollected that Br. Perkins sought and experienced 
the blessing of perfect love a little previous to the commence- 
“ment of the great revival among the Oregon Indians, in which 
he was an instrument under God of saving many. souls from 


death. Then was fulfilled that precious scripture, “The heathen. 


shall know that I am the Lorn, saith the Lord God, when I shall 
be sanctified in you before their eyes.” Ezek. xxxvi. 23. 


EXTRACT. 


There is another doctrine which I regret not having called — 


your attention to more frequently when among you, and that is 
the doctrine of holiness. -It reflects but little honor upon the 


church to have made the possibility of being made holy, or of — 


living entirely holy in this life, a matter of controversy, when 
her great Head has made it a matter of such importance. 
The importance of holiness I hardly need to attempt to tell 
you, so long as you find it written, “* Without which no man 
shall see the Lord.”, Heb. xi. 14. And as it is important for 


our personal happiness, and indispensably necessary as the basis “"” 


of a well grounded hope of heaven ; it is no less so to insure the 
favor of God upon the exertions we make for the salvation of 
others. It is doubtless chiefly owing to inattention to personal 
holiness that there is no more done for the beautifying and 
increase of the church. - “Them that honor me I will honor,” 

says Jehovah, and | know of no surer way to honor God than to 


implicitly trust him for the fulfilment of all his gracious prom- 


ises for our entire sanctification. We honor him when we set 
no bounds to his power and faithfulness, when our whole soul 
cries out, ‘“‘ Be it unto thy servant according to thy word.” We 
honor ‘tl when we are prepared to say, in every circumstance 
of life, “« Not as I will, but as thou wilt”—when we can ever 
feel, “‘ All my desire is unto thee, and to the remembrance of thy 
name.” Yes, and when we are prepared to take our neighbors 
by the hand, saying, “ Let us go speedily to pray before. the 
Lord, and to seek to the Lord of hosts ; Iwill goalso.”’ Zech. viii. 
21. To have the full experience of ‘such feelings, we want to 
realize the full answer to that prayer of the apostle Paul, ‘The 


very God of peace sanctify you wholly.” Have you lately had 


the experience of such feelings, my dear brethren? Have you 
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— 


since the period of my sojourn among you made the entire ded- 
ication of yourselves to God, “ living sacrifices, holy and accept- 


.able Rom.-xii. 1. Alas, that the time is past in Which [ could 


have the privilege of urging these things upon you with heart — 
and voice. But let me proceed | in this humble w ay of addressing 
you. With that doctrine, my brethren, which holds out to un- 


‘sanctified professors of religion the hope that all will be made right 


in the hour of death, | have no fellow ship, inasmuch as I find 


‘it not in the word of God. But to such as are looking for such 


a state now, I may and ought to hold out every encouragement, 
The following I think I may safely present to your view. | 
1. God has expressed it as his will—‘“This is the will of 


even your sanctification.” 


2. He commands Be ye holy, for Tam holy and “ Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 1 heaven 1 is per- 
fect.” 

3. His power, which is pledged. for its 
will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the - 
Lord thy God with all thy heart.’ “Then will sprinkle 


clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your 


filthiness and from all your idols, will [ cleanse you.” 

4. His faithfulness —* Faithful | is he that hath called you, 
who also will do it.’’. 

5. It is the object of the promises — ee Wy. hereby a are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that by these we~. 
might be partakers of the divine nature.” Flaving therefore 
these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of flesh and apie, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
the Lord.” 

6. It is the experience of all God’s children. ‘This last some 
may think harder to be proved than any of the five preceding 


positions. But let it be observed that one thing is certam ; it Is 


the experience of all God’s children, or all God’s children will 
never sce the Lord; for “without holiness no man shall sce the 
Lord.” Into the “ New Jerusalem there shall in no wise enter 
any thing that defileth.” Rev. xxi. 27. But further, that all 
who have entered into glory have had experience of this holi- 
ness and purity, we have the following testimony. “Tf beheld, 
and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindred, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed “with white robes. 
These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them ‘white in the Lleail of the- 
Lamb; therefore are they before the throne of God. Rey. viii. 9-15. 
10 
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Alas, my brethren, if after all our € broleatons, our robes should 
be found unwashed. 3 
The same language is held of the few persons in Satdis 
who retained a state of sanctification — Who have not defiled 
their garments ;” and to such it was said, “ They shall walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy.” | 
Many think and speak as if holiness ought never to be urged 
upon professors from motives of fear, ‘“‘as something that must 
be possessed or we shall go to hell,” but only something that may 
be possessed, to fit us for heaven! But to the law and the tes- 
timony, and if we take this for our guide, we shall feel the force — 
of motives stronger than those arising from posstbility. — 
Permit me again, brethren, to press upon you the importance 
of attention to this glorious Bible doctrine; that whether [ meet _ 
you again or not in the flesh, | may hear that the good hand of 
_ the Lord is with you, and that you are abounding in every good 
word and work, that so an entrance also may be: administered 
unto you abundantly, into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Henry ‘K, Ww. PERKINS. 


tor the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Messrs. Eprrors,—I love the cause of holiness. I rejoice 
that I have been enabled to prove by happy experience the truth 
_ of that declaration in the word of God, that ‘If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” “Tam not accustomed to write 
for the public eye, but if you think the following account of 
the dealings of God with my soul worthy of a ‘place in the 
~ Guide, you are at liberty to publish it; if not, please to destroy 
it, and oblige, | A SISTER IN CuristT. 


I think I have some reason to believe that I experienced reli- 
gion at a very early age. But I did not enjoy a satisfactory evi- 
dence of my acceptance with God, until | was in my fourteenth 
year. [then sought and gained such an evidence that I could 
not doubt that the Lord had, for Christ’s sake, forgiven my sins. 
When I was in the seventeenth year of my age, being alone one 
day, and reflecting upon the dealings of God with my soul, I 
thought of the blessing of perfect love as having been enjoyed 
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by others, and believing that I might enjoy it too, (without: any 
very deep conviction of the importance and necessity of possess- 
ing it,) I was led to resolve at once to have it. I began to pray 


for it, and was blessed in so doing. Ina short time, “IT went to 


a camp meeting. Here I felt deep conviction for the blessing of 
entire sanctification. ‘Tears flowed. freely. A small blessing 


could not satisfy the desires of my heart. I felt that I could not 


rest till pure within; till I was wholly cleansed from sin. Soon 


after | came home I was much cast down, tempted and _ tried. 
Thad prayed that [ might have a sight of the corruptions of my 


heart, and now it was given me. O what a depth of pride, 
anger and unbelief did L there discover! At times I was blest 
with a degree of comfort, and then again would be very unhappy. 
The enemy of my soul was active, and sometimes would come 
in like a flood with his temptations. I feared that I should 
never live in the enjoyment of perfect love. My ignorance gave 


the enemy great advantage, for [ imagined that the blessing was 


lost much easier than it really is, and it appeared altogether im- 
possible for me to retain it, if q should gain it. It scemed so - 


hard to get and keep it, that I was tempted to give up striving 


to get it. But this, thought I, I will not do; f must and shall 
live in the enjoyment of it. When Iwas coming home from 
camp meeting, I said, Lord, do with me as thou wilt, only make 
me thine, and wholly ‘dhlnie. I then thought myself sincere, but 
ere long [ found that I was not willing the Lord should do with 


‘me as he. pleased. | had thought of visiting my neighbors, and 
talking and praying with them, if | should» gain the blessing for 


which I was seeking. I did not imagine that I was going to 
be called to do this before I should get it. But one morning it 
appeared to be my duty to seize the opportunity of going on an 
errand to talk and pray with one of them. JI did so, and after | 
came home, my soul was greatly blessed. I thought of going 
farther, and said that if the Lord said go, go I would. But soon 
I felt that my will was not wholly lost “and swallowed up in the 
will of the Lord. I was unwilling to go on in the work of visit- 
ing from house to house, which it. appeared to me it was my duty 
to “do. My will rose high j in opposition to the will of the Lord. — 
I thought that I could not live feeling as I then did, and that if 

it was ‘the Lord’s will to take me to glory, I would rather die 
than live. But I was not prepared for glory then. 1 went to see 


. an experienced sister, and told her my feelings; she encouraged 
me to go forward in the pathway of duty, and | tried in my 


feeble way to do so. My mind was exercised with this trial for 
some weeks, and during this time I went to a number of places 
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in this society. By degrees my will was sunk into the will of the | 
Lord, and I learned to trust in him asI never had done before. | 

gave up my all to God; Jesus came in, and took full possession of 
my poor heart, and reigned and ruled without arival there. ‘The 
Lord dealt with me in such a way and manner that I could not 
tell the moment in which the blessing of entire sanctification was 
received, but in living momentarily to and for God, and through 


the exercise of faith, i gained the witness of the blessing. Then 
T could say with the poet, 


“No condemnation now [I dread, 
Jesus and all in him is mine, 
Alive in him my living head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, | 
And claim the crown through Christ my own.” 


A great change was wrought in my heart. Inbred sin no 
‘Jonger had a place there, nor hindered the close communion 
between God and my soul. I enjoyed a kind of heaven upon 
earth. It is now about eleven years since | first sought and 
gained this precious salvation, and although I have not at all times 
walked so humbly and closely with God, and have lost some 
enjoyment, yet I have been enabled by the erace of God to gain | 


it anew. O how many proofs have I experienced of the power, 
goodness and faithfulness of my God, 


“Be all my heart and all my 
Devoted to the Savior’s praise, 
And may my glad obedience prove, 
How much I owe, how much I love.” 


_ My soul is happy in the perfect love of God. Jesus is very 
near, and O, how precious. ‘The presence of the Lord surrounds 
me. My soul | is filled with heaven, with glory and withGod. It 
1s heaven all around. Glory | is on earth begun, and 


“My hope is full; O glorious hope 
Of immortality.” | 


0 why such love to one so unworthy. It overwhelms me. | 
am sweetly lost in wonder, love and praise. 


“JT will praise him, [ will praise him, . 
But where shall [ his praise begin ” 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
MORNING HYMN. 
BY REV. B. F. TEFFT.. 


The morning sun comes slowly o’er 
The hill-tops and the lowly moor ; 
The stars of night have fled away _ 


From him who comes the lord of day ; 
~The forests, plains, and ocean wide, 


Are drowned in his refulgent tide. 


Thus, Holy Spirit, source of light, 


Dispel the gloomy shadés of night; 
Let heavenly rays of truth adorn 


~My mind’s benighted, faithless morn 


Viume this wondrous world within, 
Till all Tam is free from sin. 


As yonder orb of light doth rise, 


And spreads his splendor o’er the skies, 
Let thy effilgent beams display, 


A brighter and a broader day, 
The joyfil light of life impart, 


And pour thy radiance on my heart. 


When he regains his zenith seat, 


And seorches with a noon-day heat, 


Then kindle with celestial fire, 


-A fervor that shall ne’er expire, 


Nor let the lambent flame decline, 
Till all my soul it shall refine. 


And when the wearied sun retires 

To renovate his wasted fires, 

Let me repose and hide my face, 
Within thy wonderful embrace, 

And sweetly there refresh my powers, 
While night shall number out its hours. 
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| For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


WISDOM NECESSARY IN THE PROFESSION OF ENTIRE aries: : 
NESS. 


Let it be understood that we believe firmly that it is the duty of every 
Christian, especially those who are sanctified, to confess before the world 
every iota of what God has wrought by his grace in their hearts. To do oth- 

_ erwise would be to rob Christ of a part of his glory. It would be withhold- 
ing from the church one valuable means for the spread of holiness ; nay, it 
would be in most if not all cases, at the expense of the enjoyment of holi- 

- ness itself. But much wisdom is needed to do it aright. An incautious and 
unintelligent manner of professing entire holiness, has led the uninstructed 
Christian astray, increased the skepticism of the doubting, and stumbled the 

“non-professor. 

(1) We would suggest, then, in the first place, that the sanctified person 
be careful to state by what his experience is essentially distinguished. He. 
‘speaks of strong emotions. But he would not be understood that these are 
indispensible to his state, though he may be so understood if he dwell upon 
them unqualifiedly. Many have these who are not sanctified. He speaks in 

the strongest terms and most sincerely of the perfect freedom of his access 
.to God, yet he would not be understood that it is always equally so with him, 
or that he does not sometimes walk by naked faith. We means to speak of 
his entire conquest over the devil, but he does not intend to say that he has 
not strong buffetings from him, and severe and oftentimes long and desperate 
struggles, for this would be exalting the disciple above his Lord. Inaword, 
he would be understood that strong emotion, a perfect freedom of access to 
God, absence of temptation, and many other specific points of experience, 
are incidental to his state; while faith, strong and unwayering, whether he 
be on the top of Pisgah, or wrapt in thick darkness in the season of trial, 
with perfect love to God and man, are its distinguishing features. 

(2.) We would suggest, in the second place, that regard be had to the per- 
sons to whom the profession of perfect love is made —to their educational 
prejudices and preconceived opinions. ‘To use the term “perfection” te 
many Christians, is to use a term they never will allow to be predicable of 
any one not “unclothed” of mortality and “swallowed up of life,” however 
much you may labor to explain its gospel sense. Talk to them about the 
state itself, in other language, and they will not only accord with your opin- 
ion, but be led, perhaps, under God, into the same enjoyment. 

Being in company at one time with a lady for many years a member of a 
Christian denomination who almost uniformly deny that any have ever attain- 
ed perfect holiness in this life, the doctrine was adverted to,and received the 

~~ most unqualified denunciation, as unscriptural and baneful in its influence. 
In an unstudied friendly conversation with her subsequently on holy living, 
- the experience of certain eminently pious persons was made a subject of 
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remark, their state of perfect love described fully, but not named as such, 
and she agreed heartily with the sentiments, while the Hely Spirit moved 
powerfully upon her héart to seek the same high and holy state. 

The sanctified person’s duty to God is hot to lead others to the reception 
of “perfection” technically but experimental! y. We apprebend there will be 
little difficulty about terms, when its fulness is enjoyed. - | 
— (3.) We remark, thirdly, that in the profession of entire holiness, much 
emphasis is necessarily laid upon rest in God, or a simple comudltal of the 
‘soul to Him at all times, as the secret of maintaining the blessing. Hence 
the devil entraps, unwary souls with the idea that he who makes the protes- 
sion does not think so highly of the importance of practical duties, as other 
Christians. He seizes the unguarded statement, and preaches a sermon on 
the excellence of faith without works, and betrays some souls into anti-- 
nomianism. Let the sanctified Christian give the adversary no such text. 
Much more might be said profitably than is said concerning the spirit of obe- | 
dience which perfect faith begets — the. perfected sensitiveness to the omis— 
sion of the smallest duty which other Christians would not regard, and: to: 
the commission of the least offence against God’s law. An. emphatic state- 
ment should be made of the clear apprehension necessarily begotten in the 
sanctified soul of the truth of St. James’ declaration, “ Faith without works 
is dead.” The simple and fundamental principle of faith —a rest in the 
Savior which is unshaken by the “fiery trial’ whieh is not accounted 
“ strange,” nor the sight which it is scarcely lawful to utter — reiterated and 
enforced, with its co-existent spirit of obedience, seekingsto do every duty, 
however painful, will recommend itself to all, in ‘pi of prejudice or the 
insinuations of the devil. | 

4, Lastly, it may be necessary to observe that the cross 5 of professing entire 
hicllieae is not to be avoided trom a consideration of the wisdom necessary 
to do itaright. Let none say, [shall stumble into errors and misstatements 
and. wound that blessed eause 1 so much love. “Ifany of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who giveth to all men,” the most ignorant and of’ the 
smallest capacity, “liberally,” in a measure equal to every exigency, “and 
‘upbraideth not” any with their own short-sightedness and imbecility, “and it 
shall be given to him,” for God cannot lie. When duty made plain calls us 
to declare that God has cleansed us from all sin, the presence of’ prejudice, 
ignorance and certain contempt and persecution, should in no wise daunt 
the soul. “Great peace” have they whose lives are hid by faith with Christ 
in God, and none of those things shall cause them to stumble. | 

Boston, Oct. 30, 1843. A. 


Nothing is more grievous to a gracious soul than dishonor done 
to God’s name. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Dear Broruer Kine ,—I rejoice in a perfect and full salva- 

tion. My soul seems in its element when lost in the divine ful- 
hess, and it is no small ingredient in my cup of rejoicing, to feel 
‘that God is carrying on this glorious work in the membership, 
and raising up witnesses who are able to testify from an experi- 
~ mental acquaintance, that God does cleanse from all unrighteous- 
_ ness. May the Lord back up every effort to purity of heart by 
the energies of the Holy Ghost. 

The 5th of April, 1843, 1s an eventful day of my life : one 
that, though all other days be forgotten, must be vivid. in my 
memory until life’s latest hour, and if aught | in earth be remem- 
bered and cherished in heaven, the morning when the day spring 
from on high visited my poor heart, will be cause of endless 
praise when “hope shall be lost in full fruition. F 

T experienced the forgiveness of sins at the age of 13, but a, 
the expiration of five years, by a train of circumstances more 
easily understood by the backslider than experienced, I found 

myself far from my Savior in heart, having occasionally, through 
_ repentance and faith, the witness of justification ; again by trans- 
cression losing it, performing but few outward: Christian duties, 
attending secret prayer more through the fear than the love of 
God, and constantly feeling the weight of original sin. ‘Towards 
the close of winter, the Lord convinced me of the necessity of a 
closer walk with him, if | would be ready to meet him in peace at 
his coming, and [ deliberately resolved, that this would never do, 
and that, assisted by him who has by inspiration said, “ Draw 
nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh you,’ I would not rest 
until the work of grace was revived and progressing in my heart. 
Justifying grace was imparted, but I was in no less danger of 
losing this now than formerly ; I besought the Lord to take away 
my bent of sinning. Near the middle “of February, | ventured, 
with those who were seeking perfect love, to approach the altar 
of prayer, not with the most distant expectation of receiving from 
God a clean heart, but asa means whereby I might be enabled 
to draw nigh to God.’ More mature reflection convinced me 
that holiness “of heart was my only hope of heaven; that unless 
the internal enemies were cast out, the fort would certainly be 
betrayed to external foes. ‘The doctrine of Christian perfection 
being divested of its mysteriousness, with which it had to me always 
before been shrouded, I began to ask.the Lord to give me a per- 
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fect heart because I needed it; because the Lord Jesus Christ had 
purchased it for me, and because he had promised that in the day 
I sought him with my whole heart, be would be found of me. 
‘The ever ready enemy of rizhteousness immediately presented 
this most powerful and i injurious temptation :—that if 1 should | 
obtain, I could not retain it. Some did retain it, it was true; 
but they were capable of exercising a firm trust and strong confi- 
dence in God. They were strong in the Lord, but I was weak, 
and unable to withstand the contumely ofa wicked world. I felt 
and acknowledged my weakness and total unworthiness, but 
knowing that I must be received as I was, or be cast off for ever, 
I determined to seek God until I found a full salvation in him. 
On the morning of the 5th of April, after listening to a sermon 
from “Go and sin no more,” [ approached the altar, resolved 
never to leave it till I knew I had made the sacrifice of all, and 
was accepted. I continued ina fruitless struggle of prayer some 
time, till it was sugested, «Are youowilling, were it your duty, 
to rise in the Presby terian conerceation and testify that the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin?” My heart shrunk back 
for an instant, but in the next | could exclaim, “ Yes! yes! any 
thing that is the will of God. With this T felt a holy resignation 
of myself and my all into my Savior’s hands; a giving up of all; 
a yielding of care about sclf; a willingness to follow Jésus whither: 
~soever he should go. My feclings were not materially different 
from formerly, but I realized a kind of consciousness that God- 
was pleased with the sacrifice. For a week I experienced no more 
joy than before, but I did experience a firm reliance on the word 
of God — continued obedient to the holy requirement, when, on 
the morning of the 13th, on entering a private prayer meeting, 
my Father met me, and bestowed upon me a mighty river of 
peace, and unutterably sweet, calm, clear, deep feeling pervaded | 
my soul. I felt a sensible sinking out of self into Jesus, and a 
blissful sense of the presence and indwelling of [lim my soul 
loveth more than all things else. The loveliness of this feeling 
becomes daily more lovely, its depth becomes daily more deep, 
and the mighty river of peace becomes daily more clear and per- 
vading. . Earth and all it possesses lessens in significance, and [| 
find in God all my soul desires. I rest, ren i yet continually 
desire ; I feast, yet pant for more. [live in Eden while I live, 
and when [ die I shall enjoy an eternal repose at the fountain- 
head of all my bliss. vee fe 
October 27, 1343. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


LETTER FROM SAMUEL DREW’S MOTHER. 


- Dear Broruer Kine,—The following are some of the pious reflections 
of the mother of Samuel Drew, A. M. I think them werthy of an insertion 
in the Guide. He describes her as “a woman of courage and zeal in the 
cause of God which nothing could damp, and ready to brave every hardship 


that the discharge of duty might render necessary. ” See Life of Samuel 
| pp. 21 and 22, 


«Come out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and_ ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty.” Here is a privilege I Would not barter for 
a world! to be a daughter of the Lord Almighty, the King of 
kings, the omnipotent "God, the Sovereign of the universe! If | 


Christ, all his attributes are at work for my good. His grace 1s 
mine, his wisdom is mine, his power is mine; for he is made 
unto me ‘ wisdom, sanctification and redemption.” He hath 
promised that “all things shall work together for good to them 
that love him.”” His cross is mine, his crown is mine, his peace | 
is mine, his patience is mine, his heaven is mine. 
“Of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: 
whom be glory for ever. “Amen.” Of thee, O eternal cident 
I had this hand with which I am now writing; thou gavest me 
my eyes, to look on all thy wondrous works; all my senses are 
thine: assist me, O Lord, and I will employ them to thy glory. 
As | have heretofore “ yielded my members instruments of un- 
righteousness unto sin,”’ so, for the time to come, I will (through 
thy grace) “vield my members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness,” that my end may be “everlasting life.” What small - 
degree of knowledge I have is thine, and shall be employed. for 
thee. What learning thou hast bestowed on me shall not hence- 
forth ve prostituted to Satan, as it has in times past. If I have 
any wisdom, it is thine, and shall be used for thee. My memo- 
ry, O Lord, do thou sanctify ; that it may retain nothing but what 
shall be profitable for me, and help me onward in the way to thy 
kingdom. ‘Thou hast given me a voice; and to sing thy praises 
it shall be devoted. All that I have and am 1s thine. Take me, 
O Lord, body, soul, and spirit; mould me into thine own glorious 


am his child, adopted into his family, by faith in his Son Jesus | 
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likeness; make me ‘“‘a vessel to honor, meet for the Master’s 


_ use;” and then appoint me labor, or toil, or suffering, or death, if 


it seem good in thy sight. Only give me strength to bear it, and 


‘IT will gladly “take up my cross and follow thee.” 


“To you that believe he is precious.” ©, my eternal Friend 
and Lover, thou art precious to my soul! more precious than the 
gold of Ophir! the pearls of Ethiopia cannot equal thee in my 


esteem. ‘Thou art that wisdom that stood by God, at his right 
hand, when he made the world, and all that is therein. O! 


make me a possessor of thyself, the only true wisdom, the life 
divine, the pearl of great price ! % som 

“They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy.” Grant me this 
portion, O my God, and deny me what else thou pleasest. 


- Lappeal to thee, that I bow not my knees for any temporal good ; 


I desire not a portion with the great; I only ask thy grace to ' 
keep me unspotted from the world, and to fit and prepare me for 
thy kingdom. Amen.” 


A LETTER BY MR. FLETCHER TO MISS HATTON. 


You seem, madam, not to have a clear idea of the happiness of © 
the love of Jesus, or at least of your privilege of loving him again. 
Your dulness in private prayer arises from the. want of familiar 
friendship with Jesus. ‘T'o obviate it, go to your closet as if you 
were going to meet the dearest friend you ever had. Cast your- 
self immediately at his feet; bemoan your coldness before him; 
extol his love to you, till your heart breaks with a desire to love 
him; yea, till it actually melts with his love. a 

You ask from me some directions to get a mortified spirit. To 
get this, get recollection. Recollection is a dwelling within our- 


selves; being abstracted from the creature and turned toward 
God. It is both outward and inward. Outward recollection 


consists in silence from all idle and superfluous words, and a 
wise disentanglement from the world ; keeping to our own busi- 
ness, observing and following the order of God for ourselves, and 
shutting the ear against all curious and unprofitable matters. 
Inward recollection consists in shutting the door of the senses; 1p 
a deep attention-to the presence of God, and in continual care . 
entertaining holy thoughts for fear of spiritual idleness. as 

the power of the spirit, let this recollection be steady, even in the 


Midst of hurrying business; let it be calm and peaceable, and let 


it be lasting. Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 
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To maintain this recollection, beware of entering too deeply, and 
beyond what is necessary, into outward things; beware of suffer- 
ing your affections to be entangled by worldly vanities, your im- 
agination to amuse itself with unprofitable objects, and of indulg- 
ing yourself in the commission of what are called small faults, 
For want of continuing in a recollected frame all the day, our 
times of prayer are frequently dry and useless; imagination pre- 
_vails, and the heart wanders; whereas we easily pass from recol- 
lection to delightful prayer. Without this spirit, there can be no 
useful self-denial, nor can we know ourselves; but where it 
dwells, it makes the soul all eye, all ear; traces and discovers 
gin, repels its first assaults, or crushes it in its earliest risings. 
But take care here to be more taken up with thoughts of God 
than of yourself; and consider how hardlv recollection is some- 
times obtained, and how easily it is lost. Use no forced labor to. 
raise a particular frame ; nor tire, fret, nor grow impatient if you 
have no comfort; but meekly acquiesce, and confess yourself un- 
worthy of it; lie prostrate in humble submission before God, and 
patiently wait for the smiles of Jesus. May the following motives 
stir you up to the pursuit of recollection. (1.) Without it, God’s 
voice cannot be heard in the soul. (2.) It is the altar on which 
we must offer up our Isaacs. (3.) It is instrumentally a ladder, 
if I may be allowed the expression,) to ascend to God. (4.) 

y it the soul gets to its centre, out of which it cannot rest. 
(5.) Man’s soul is the temple of God; recollection the holy of 
holies. (6.) As the wicked by recollection find hell in their 
hearts, so faithful souls find heaven. (7.) Without recollection, 
all means of grace are useless, or make but a light and transitory | 
impression. Sometimes God does not speak immediately to the 
heart; we must then continue to listen with a more humble 
silence. Sometimes assaults of the heart, or of the tempter, may 
follow, together with a weariness, and a desire to turn the mind 
to something else: here we must be patient. By patience unwea- 
ried, we inherit the promises. Dissipated souls are severely pun- 
ished. If any man abide not in Christ, he is cast out asa branch; 
cast out of the light of God’s countenance, and barrenness fo'lows 
in the use of the means. The world and Satan gather and use 
him for their service.. He is cast into the fire of the passions, of 
guilt, of temptation, and perhaps of hell. As dissipation always 
meets its punishment, so recollection never fails of its reward. 
After a patient waiting, comes communion with God, and _ the 
sweet sense of his peace and love. Recollection is a castle, an 
inviolable fortress against the world and the devil: it renders all 
times and places alike, and it is the habitation where Christ and 


his bride dwell. 
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